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Legendary artist and character
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Cabral’s contributions to 
Mexican 20 th Century Art



A legend for a select few
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Combative cartoons



A master of art nouveau



A virtuoso of art deco



Pioneer of modern caricature



Exceptional portrait artist
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Vida nuestra, Proteo, La Unión 
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Ernesto García Cabral’s Chronology
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Backstory: the rescue of Ernesto García Cabral
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Master of the Costumbrista cartoon













Leisure and bohemia

Cabral worked very hard during his whole life; 
however, he was entertained by his job and
because of that he had a reputation for being 
idle, as well as a bon vivant, since he was a
well known bohemian and a frequent customer 
of cafes and taverns. Many of his drawings
engage with drinking culture, another great 
theme of Mexican Costumbrismo. Many of his
leisure and bohemian scenes reproduce 
accurately the atmosphere in cafes, bars, 
taverns, dives, and even pulquerías of his times, 
and are full of interesting and fun details.

Tales of police and criminals

The misadventures, troubles, anguish, and 
tribulations of society are another important 
theme for Mexican Costumbrismo. During the 
19 th century, yellow journalism and the scourge 
of crime are the motives of several scenes and 
newspaper articles, of important novels like 
Ignacio Manuel Altamirano’s El Zarco, and 
Manuel Payno’s Los bandidos de Río Frío, and 
several broadleafs by Posada and Manilla. 
Crime, the underworld, and the picaresque 
genre, tales of police and criminals populate 
many of the daily cartoons made by
El Chango for Excélsior and Novedades.  
In his portraits of bandits, criminals, cheats, killers, 
undesirables, and outlaws one can recognize 
the precursors of today’s capos, sicarios and 
drug dealers.
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